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HTML5 is a markup language used for 
structuring and presenting content on the 
World Wide Web. It is the fifth and current 
major version of the HTML standard. It was 
published in October 2014 by the World 
Wide Web Consortium (W3C) to improve 
the language with support for the latest 
multimedia, while keeping it both easily 
readable by humans and consistently 
understood by computers and devices such 
as web browsers, parsers, etc. HTML5 is 
intended to subsume not only HTML 4, but 
also XHTML 1 and DOM Level 2 HTML. 
HTML5’s key features including:

- Markup
- New APIs
- Error handling
- Popularity

Many new syntactic features are included. 
To natively include and handle multimedia 
and graphical content, the new <video>, 
<audio> and <canvas> elements were 
added, and support for scalable vector 
graphics (SVG) content and MathML for 
mathematical formulas. To enrich the 
semantic content of documents, new page 
structure elements such as <main>, 
<section>, <article>, <header>, <footer>, 
<aside>, <nav> and <figure>, are added. 
New attributes are introduced, some 
elements and attributes have been 
removed, and others such as <a>, <cite> 
and <menu> have been changed, redefined 
or standardized.

History

On 18 January 2011, the W3C introduced a 
logo to represent the use of or interest in 
HTML5. Unlike other badges previously 
issued by the W3C, it does not imply validity 
or conformance to a certain standard. As of 1 
April 2011, this logo is official.

When initially presenting it to the public, the 
W3C announced the HTML5 logo as a 
"general-purpose visual identity for a broad 
set of open web technologies, including 
HTML5, CSS, SVG, WOFF, and others". 
Some web standard advocates, including 
The Web Standards Project, criticized that 
definition of "HTML5" as an umbrella term, 
pointing out the blurring of terminology and 
the potential for miscommunication. Three 
days later, the W3C responded to community 
feedback and changed the logo's definition, 
dropping the enumeration of related 
technologies. The W3C then said the logo 
"represents HTML5, the cornerstone for 
modern Web applications".

On 14 February 2011, the W3C extended the 
charter of its HTML Working Group with clear 
milestones for HTML5. In December 2012, 
W3C designated HTML5 as a Candidate 
Recommendation, which means 100% 
complete and fully interoperable 
implementations".

The HTML5 Logo

Did You Know?
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HTML5 is a markup language used for structuring and presenting content on the World Wide Web. It is the fifth and current 
major version of the HTML standard. It was published in October 2014 by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) to improve 
the language with support for the latest multimedia, while keeping it both easily readable by humans and consistently understood 
by computers and devices such as web browsers, parsers, etc. HTML5 is intended to subsume not only HTML 4, but also 
XHTML 1 and DOM Level 2 HTML. HTML5’s key features including:

- Markup
- New APIs
- Error handling
- Popularity

Many new syntactic features are included. To natively include and handle multimedia and graphical content, the new <video>, 
<audio> and <canvas> elements were added, and support for scalable vector graphics (SVG) content and MathML for 
mathematical formulas. To enrich the semantic content of documents, new page structure elements such as <main>, <section>, 
<article>, <header>, <footer>, <aside>, <nav> and <figure>, are added. New attributes are introduced, some elements and 
attributes have been removed, and others such as <a>, <cite> and <menu> have been changed, redefined or standardized.

History  

On 18 January 2011, the W3C introduced a logo to represent the use of or interest in HTML5. Unlike other badges previously 
issued by the W3C, it does not imply validity or conformance to a certain standard. As of 1 April 2011, this logo is official.

When initially presenting it to the public, the W3C announced the HTML5 logo as a "general-purpose visual identity for a broad set 
of open web technologies, including HTML5, CSS, SVG, WOFF, and others". Some web standard advocates, including The Web 
Standards Project, criticized that definition of "HTML5" as an umbrella term, pointing out the blurring of terminology and the 
potential for miscommunication. Three days later, the W3C responded to community feedback and changed the logo's definition, 
dropping the enumeration of related technologies. The W3C then said the logo "represents HTML5, the cornerstone for modern 
Web applications".

On 14 February 2011, the W3C extended the charter of its 
HTML Working Group with clear milestones for HTML5. In 
December 2012, W3C designated HTML5 as a Candidate 
Recommendation, which means 100% complete and fully 
interoperable implementations".
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